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can delay kidney failure; however, the 
only way to effectively stop the symp-
toms is by kidney transplant. Unfortu-
nately, many who are waiting for a 
transplant will not survive long enough 
to receive it. 

Aside from the debilitating nature of 
the disease, the costs associated with 
PKD are staggering. The current esti-
mation of what PKD costs Federal 
health care programs annually is at 
least $2 billion. This can be broken 
down as: $78,000 per year, per patient, 
for dialysis; $100,000–$150,000 per kidney 
transplant; and $15,000–$20,000 per year, 
per patient, for post-transplant im-
munosuppressive drugs. 

It is clear that PKD is a very serious 
disease that should be receiving more 
attention. As we increase our under-
standing and awareness of PKD, we 
also increase our ability to find treat-
ments and eventually, a cure for this 
disease; and that is why I am proud to 
have helped designate this week as 
‘‘National Polycystic Kidney Disease 
Awareness Week’’. 
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REMEMBERING VENTURE SMITH 

Mr. DODD. Madam President, today I 
wish to commemorate the life of Ven-
ture Smith, who passed away nearly 
205 years ago on September 19, 1805. A 
Connecticut man who lived not far 
from where my home in East Haddam 
currently stands, Venture Smith’s life 
is one of the best documented of the 
millions of Africans who were kid-
napped from their homes and brought 
to the Americas as part of the trans-
atlantic slave trade. A remarkable in-
dividual of uncommon strength and 
valor, Venture Smith’s compelling 
story of perseverance in the face of 
seemingly insurmountable odds still 
serves as a potent source of inspiration 
and hope more than two centuries after 
it happened. 

Originally born Broteer Furro in 
1728—the first son of a West African 
king—Venture’s childhood was cruelly 
interrupted at the tender age of ten, 
when he was captured by slave traders, 
forced to board a crowded slave ship 
destined for the New World, and sold to 
Robinson Mumford of Long Island for 
four barrels of rum and a piece of cali-
co. After more than a decade in the 
Mumford household, Venture was sold 
twice more, finally ending up with 
Colonel Oliver Smith of Stonington, 
CT, in 1760. 

In 1798, by that time an elderly man, 
Venture dictated his life story to Eli-
sha Niles, a Connecticut schoolteacher, 
who had it published that same year in 
New London. One of perhaps only a 
dozen firsthand accounts of that period 
in our Nation’s history by enslaved Af-
ricans, Venture Smith’s narrative is a 
seminal work of early American lit-
erature that traces many of the defin-
ing moments of his life, beginning with 
his childhood in Africa. 

And while many of the experiences 
related in Venture’s autobiography 
would be heartbreakingly familiar to 

anyone who has studied this dark chap-
ter in our Nation’s history, Venture’s 
life breaks the mold in one crucial re-
spect. In spite of the tremendous chal-
lenges that he faced at nearly every 
turn Venture was able to win back his 
freedom through hard work, courage, 
and an unbreakable spirit. 

By the time he was sold to his third 
and final owner, Colonel Smith, Ven-
ture had already spent the vast major-
ity of his formative years in slavery. 
Having struck a deal with this new 
owner that would allow him to work 
for his freedom, Venture labored with 
incredible determination—fishing and 
growing food for sale, cutting and 
cording wood, and hiring himself out 
during seasonal hiatuses from his du-
ties as Colonel Smith’s slave—to ac-
quire the 85 pounds and ten shillings 
needed to purchase his freedom. Such a 
sum was considered quite steep by the 
standards of 18th century colonial 
America, and even more so for an indi-
vidual of Venture’s means. But in spite 
of the tremendous hurdles that stood 
in his path, Venture successfully 
earned that money and bought his free-
dom in just over 5 years. 

But Venture’s story of hard work and 
dogged persistence in the face of 
unending challenges did not end there. 
During the four decades that followed, 
Venture fought tirelessly to free his 
wife Meg and three children, who were 
also enslaved in Connecticut, as well as 
to build a new life for himself as a free 
man. Harnessing those same 
unshakeable qualities of dedication, re-
sourcefulness, and frugality that al-
lowed him to secure his own freedom, 
Venture not only earned enough money 
to liberate his entire family from bond-
age, but also three men he barely even 
knew. 

And if that wasn’t remarkable 
enough, Venture Smith accomplished 
yet another feat that—in light of the 
serious financial and legal constraints 
that existed at the time—was exceed-
ingly rare for a freed slave in colonial 
Connecticut: become a landowner. In 
1775, just 1 year before the Thirteen 
American colonies declared independ-
ence from Great Britain, Venture pur-
chased the first of what would become 
a nearly 130-acre farm on Haddam 
Neck, right at the mouth of the Salm-
on River. And it was there, in 1805, that 
Venture Smith ultimately died at the 
ripe old age of 77, having amassed a 
considerable fortune from his involve-
ment in an array of commercial activi-
ties, from fishing and farming to the 
commodities trade. 

Madam President, there are a signifi-
cant number of historical lessons that 
can be gained from the life of this re-
markable man—from firsthand insights 
into the evils perpetrated by the insti-
tution of slavery in this country, to a 
more complete understanding of the 
unique challenges faced by slaves who 
were able to gain their own freedom. 
But perhaps just as important are 
those lessons that transcend the period 
in which Venture Smith himself lived. 

For, after losing almost everything— 
including that most fundamental of 
human rights, his freedom—Venture 
Smith set about tearing down the 
seemingly impenetrable barriers erect-
ed by slavery and racism that kept him 
from enjoying the same privileges as 
his White neighbors. And while his 
journey from slave to wealthy Con-
necticut landowner was long and ardu-
ous, filled with its share of disappoint-
ments and setbacks, Venture Smith 
never lost sight of his goals, ultimately 
achieving them through nothing more 
than grit, intelligence, and determina-
tion. 

In this way, Venture Smith is much 
more than a mere historical figure. 
Rather, Venture’s life is a testament to 
the sheer strength of the human spirit. 
It is a symbol of how a single indi-
vidual can challenge societal norms 
and impact history. Perhaps most im-
portantly, it is the embodiment of the 
principle that, even in the most dire 
and seemingly hopeless of cir-
cumstances, human beings are still ca-
pable of truly extraordinary achieve-
ments. 

As we approach the 205th anniversary 
of his death, I would like to thank the 
Documenting Venture Smith Project 
for all of the wonderful work they have 
done over the past 5 years to help im-
prove our understanding of this incred-
ible individual. It is my hope that with 
continuing academic interest in Ven-
ture’s life, new generations of Ameri-
cans will be inspired by this timeless 
story of triumph in the face of adver-
sity for years to come. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
SERGEANT MARTIN ANTHONY LUGO 

Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, I 
would like to take a moment today to 
recognize an extraordinary soldier and 
son of Arizona who made the ultimate 
sacrifice in the service of our Nation. 
SGT Martin Anthony Lugo selflessly 
gave his life on the battlefield in Af-
ghanistan on August 19, 2010, while 
serving his sixth, yes his sixth, deploy-
ment in the war on terror. Sergeant 
Lugo was killed while leading his 
Rangers in a fierce firefight that also 
claimed the lives of over a dozen 
Taliban fighters. 

Sergeant Lugo’s service to his coun-
try began after his graduation from 
high school in Tucson, AZ. He soon 
found himself in the Army recruiter’s 
office and enlisted as an infantryman 
in September 2004. After distinguishing 
himself throughout basic training and 
the basic airborne course, he was as-
signed to the Ranger Selection and 
Training Program at Fort Benning, 
GA. Upon graduation in April 2005, he 
was assigned to Company C, 1st Bat-
talion, 75th Ranger Regiment. Over the 
next 5 years, he would serve as an am-
munition handler, automatic rifleman, 
team leader, and squad leader. During 
this time, he would deploy twice to 
Iraq and four times to Afghanistan. 

In addition to graduating from the 
U.S. Army Ranger course and earning 
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